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Introduction 


This collection takes a fresh look at a provocative topic. New Views on 
Pornography brings together current scholarship that covers a range of issues 
regarding pornography’s relationship to cultural, political, and legal debates. 
This comprehensive and interdisciplinary collection is a timely resource for 
students, researchers, and journalists who write about pornography and sexu- 
ality. We hope this collection also appeals to the general reader who is inter- 
ested in learning more about a topic that is both compelling and controversial. 

Recent years have seen an uptick in media attention, online articles, academic 
research, popular books, and everyday conversations about pornography. The 
chapters in this collection challenge many arguments and longstanding beliefs 
about pornography by addressing questions such as who uses pornography, why 
they use pornography, in what kinds of contexts, and with what kinds of social 
and psychological effects. Academic departments across the United States and 
internationally are increasingly incorporating a focus on pornography as part of 
broader projects in gender and sexuality studies, as well as film, media, and legal 
studies. With easy access to online pornography, discussions about perceived 
harms and benefits are rapidly growing. These conversations, however, often are 
based on conjecture, moral outrage, and bias rather than well-researched facts and 
data. The topic of pornography—as contentious and intriguing as it is—warrants 
sophisticated methods and frameworks for addressing dilemmas regarding ethics 
of production, sexism, racism, compulsive use, consent, and the law. New Views 
on Pomography explores the robust relationship between sexuality, politics, and 
the law, demonstrating just how intertwined these domains actually are. 

These chapters are deeply interdisciplinary. They utilize a variety of 
methodological approaches, both qualitative and quantitative, including 
ethnography, interviews, survey measurements, archival research, and other 
methods. This is a collection that asks new questions about an industry that 
has been around for a long time. The authors engage with pornography from 
a variety of vantage points: gender studies, history, sociology, media stud- 
ies, philosophy, politics, psychology, and criminology. In addition, chapters 
also include first-person perspectives from industry performers and directors. 
Complex sets of sociopolitical questions, such as those invoked by pornogra- 
phy, require that “different research traditions talk to each other and begin 
to learn from each other, not so that we all speak the same language or that 
we all agree, but so that our analysis grows.”! As editors we see this tenet as 
central to cultivating new views on pornography. 
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4 New Views on Pornography 


Section I, Foundations and Controversies, begins with three chapters that 
present important legal, historical, and political overviews of pornography. 
In Chapter 1, First Amendment attorney Kimberly Harchuck summarizes 
key legal issues that surround sexually explicit content, including obscen- 
ity, child pornography, and online piracy. She discusses a series of significant 
legal decisions that interpret the First Amendment, before turning her atten- 
tion to current issues in obscenity and government censorship. In Chapter 
2, film historian Kevin Heffernan explores the shifting conditions of produc- 
tion and distribution that occurred as pornography increasingly moved into 
the public sphere. He focuses on the period beginning with stag films in the 
early 20th century and ending with the ascendance of home video in the 
1980s. Heffernan argues that examining pornography as a business, including 
changes in porn distribution, provides important clues about the history of 
the industry, including the emergence of new forms of infrastructure, institu- 
tions, and censorship battles. In Chapter 3, Carolyn Bronstein examines the 
history of feminist confrontations over pornography. Why did pornography 
emerge as such a central concern for feminist activists and scholars in the 
1970s? What were the competing claims advanced by feminists fighting to 
eradicate pornography versus those opposing censorship? 

The next three chapters build upon these foundations, and grapple with 
issues of antiporn scholarship and activism. In Chapter 4, Christopher Boulton 
examines the antiporn agendas and strategies put forth by feminist activists 
and scholars, government measures surrounding Internet filtering initiatives, 
and tactics used by Christian-based ministries, which offer porn-using het- 
erosexual men an alternative route to redemption and salvation. In “Strange 
Bedfellows: Black Feminism and Antipornography Feminism,” Jennifer Nash 
traces antipornography’s and black feminism’s respective engagements with 
racialized pornography. She offers an alternative strategy for understand- 
ing how black women’s bodies are portrayed in pornography, and carves out 
space for black spectators to view themselves—and each other—as sexual 
subjects. In Chapter 6, Jessica Johnson discusses the production, consump- 
tion, and online circulation of sexualized doctrine and public confessions by 
the pastors and congregants of Mars Hill Church. She analyzes the highly 
gendered logic of the church’s brand of “biblical porn’—an antipornography 
discourse through which sexual sins and fantasies are collectively generated 
for online dissemination. Johnson argues that Mars Hill, and its charismatic 
yet controversial former leader, pastor Mark Driscoll, is shaping and trans- 
forming evangelical congregations on regional, national, and global scales. 

The next set of essays surveys the history of “queer smut,” lesbian por- 
nography, and alternative porn production, including bisexual pornography. 
Historian Whitney Strub investigates the political contribution of “queer 
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smut” to the queer civil rights movement. He argues that queer erotic expres- 
sions, from lesbian pulp fiction to beefcake magazines and beyond, were 
personally empowering, community building, and, for some, life-saving 
expressions of same-sex desires. In “Steamy, Hot, and Political: Creating 
Radical Dyke Porn,” lesbian porn producers Shar Rednour and Jackie Strano 
offer a first-person account of creating DIY lesbian porn in San Francisco dur- 
ing the late 1990s and early 2000s. They describe this venture as both a labor 
of love and a political statement. In Chapter 9, author and cultural sexolo- 
gist Carol Queen discusses the role that San Francisco-based sex toy retailer 
Good Vibrations played, from the mid-1980s onward, in creating both a cul- 
tural space and distribution network for alternative porn. Queen describes 
Good Vibrations’ forays into porn production and its efforts to create greater 
diversity in pornography. 

In Chapter 10, Georgina Voss takes us behind the scenes to explore stake- 
holder responsibility in the pornography industry. Voss considers the prac- 
tices of three of the industry’s most historically influential trade organizations. 
She argues that the notion of responsibility is shaped by multiple, intersect- 
ing, and sometimes contradictory considerations to protect against harm and 
legitimize a stigmatized industry. In Chapter 11, feminist philosopher Margret 
Grebowicz confronts issues of sexual agency, consent, and responsibility in a 
posthumanist environment by analyzing the topic of “zoo porn.” And finally, 
authors Michael Salter and Thomas Crofts tackle the topic of revenge porn, 
and discuss the law’s responsibility to protect those harmed by nonconsensual 
online behavior. Their analysis treats revenge porn as a highly gendered form 
of coercion, stalking, interpersonal harm, and violence. As digital and online 
technology is integrated into social and sexual life this behavior warrants 
effective solutions. 

Section II includes eleven chapters focusing on cultural issues and effects. 
The section begins with Ronald Weitzer’s chapter, “Interpreting the Data: 
Assessing Competing Claims in Pornography Research.” Weitzer highlights 
issues of empirical data, explaining the methodological shortcomings of 
research limited by ideological frameworks that presuppose pornography’s 
harmful effects on individuals and society. In questioning methodologi- 
cally embedded bias, Weitzer calls for objective approaches to research on 
pornography. 

In the second chapter, Clarissa Smith, Martin Barker, and Feona Attwood 
ask the key question posed by the title: “Why Do People Watch Porn?” 
Using survey data collected under the auspices of PornResearch.org, the 
authors analyze how individuals describe their motivations and reasons for 
watching pornography. These findings challenge prior assumptions and ste- 
reotypes about who watches porn and why. In Chapter 15, media scholar 
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6 New Views on Pornography 


Andy Ruddock investigates the academic research on pornography’s effects. 
He outlines what cultivation theory can contribute to our understanding of 
pornography’s significance. In “Pornography and Effects Studies: What Does 
the Research Actually Say?” Ruddock compares different research paradigms, 
highlighting what they share and how they differ in order to discern the most 
productive approaches for assessing the social impact of pornography. 

In “She’s Totally Faking It!’ The Politics of Female Pleasure in 
Pornography,” Emily Crutcher draws from focus-group responses. Crutcher 
showed participants both mainstream gonzo and feminist pornography to 
analyze how viewers interpret the authenticity of female pleasure. Crutcher 
suggests that, in certain social contexts, feminist pornography succeeds in 
depicting genuine female pleasure, and may have a positive impact on female 
sexuality. In “Lust, Love, and Life” (Chapter 17), Lotta Léfgren-Martenson 
and Sven-Axel Mansson report on qualitative findings about Swedish adoles- 
cents’ perceptions of pornography. Noting the widespread concern in Western 
society about easy access to porn, the authors conclude that teens experience 
both normalizing effects and ambivalence about pornography. Their research 
also finds that adolescents have the necessary skills to handle exposure to 
pornography in a sensible manner. 

The following two chapters highlight first-person perspectives from per- 
formers and directors working in the industry. Mireille Miller-Young’s inter- 
view with Betty Blac addresses the politics of race, size, and agency in porn 
and cam work. In Chapter 19, Lynn Comella explores the politically trans- 
gressive potential of queer pornography in her interview with performer and 
director Courtney Trouble. Trouble discusses how fat-positive, transracial, 
and transgender pornography challenges normative cultural assumptions. 

In Chapter 20, Gregory Storms compares condomless gay male porn from 
the pre-HIV/AIDS era with contemporary bareback porn. The former films 
were made before condoms became mandatory in mainstream gay pornog- 
raphy following the rise of HIV/AIDS. Storm’s enthnographic research 
grapples with nostalgia, censorship, and history. “Bare-ing Witness: Bareback 
Porn and the Ethics of Watching” advocates for new modes of spectatorship 
that place precondom pornography in historical context and do not erase the 
reality of potential HIV/AIDS in the gay community. 

In “Ambient XXX: Pornography in Public Spaces,” Ryan Bowles Eagle 
draws upon interviews and fieldwork to explore the dynamics of pornography 
as a public phenomenon. Given the availability of pornography on digital 
devices, in public libraries, and in the context of a gay leather-fetish bar, 
Bowles Eagle considers how the ambient porn screen in public spaces becomes 
a site of struggle between the possibilities and limits for public sexualities. 
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In Chapter 22, “Pornography and Pedagogy: Teaching Media Literacy” 
political scientist Shira Tarrant positions pornography as an important media 
genre for both questioning normative expectations and exploring forms of 
resistance to intersectional subjugations. Tarrant suggests that media liter- 
acy provides tools for critically analyzing the gender and sexual politics that 
infuse our culture. In the closing chapter to the volume, “The Science and 
Politics of Sex Addiction Research,” Nicole Prause and Timothy Fong discuss 
their neuroscience findings on visual sexual stimuli. In rejecting arguments 
that favor the porn addiction model, the authors discuss the backlash to their 
findings and expose the politics of sex-addiction research. 


NOTE 


1. Feona Attwood and Clarissa Smith, “Porn Studies: An Introduction,” Porn 
Studies 1, no. 1-2 (2014): 3. 
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